CHAPTER XXIII
REVOLTS IN PERSIA, 1743-1744

NADIR made a terrible mistake when, instead of drawing upon his vast
treasures at Kalat for the financing of his wars against the Lazgis and the
Turks, he revoked the three years' tax immunity that he had granted tc
his long-suffering people and then proceeded to grind money and pro-
visions out of them even more relentlessly and ruthlessly than before,
Moreover, the drain upon his people was not only financial and economic ;
it had also to be reckoned in terms of human lives. Such sacrifices had
gladly been made so long as Nadir was waging a war of liberation for his
people, but a change naturally occurred in their feelings when he, having
restored all the lost Persian territory, continued to fight merely to satisfy
his ambition.

In the long and arduous Daghistan campaign, many thousands of
Persians had perished without any tangible result being attained. Then
came the resumption of the Turkish war which entailed the raising of
vast sums of money and which bade fair to cost the lives of many thousands
more of Nadir's people. It is difficult to conceive of any Persian feeling
the slightest enthusiasm for that purely artificial creation, the Ja'fari sect,
which was the chief bone of contention between the two countries; what
the people wanted was peace, in order that they might recover from their
war-weariness and resume their agricultural and commercial pursuits.
It is not therefore in the least surprising that the long-slumbering discon-
tent at last broke out into flame in 1743 and the following year, manifesting
itself in a series of outbreaks in different parts of the country.

The first revolt to break out occurred in the turbulent districts of
Darband and Tabarsaran. Some time previously the pretender, Sam
Mirza,1 had appeared in Ardabil, but his attempts to gather supporters
had been speedily frustrated by Nadir's nephew, Ibrahim Khan,2 the
commander of the troops in Adharbaijan at that time, who had captured
the pretender, and, having cut off his nose, had set him free ; Sam had
then fled to Daghistan.

1 See p. 231 above.

1 He was originally called Muhammad 'All Beg, but Nadir, after Ms brother's death in 1738,
gave him the name of Ibrahim; see the N.N., p. 257, and the T.N., p. 247. Hanway,
in recounting these events, mistakes the younger Ibrahim for his father; see Vol. IV, p. 241,
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